
Helen Hunt Falls  
The Park, The Woman,  and  

The Cub 

Your Visit with Us The Bruin Inn and Cub 

William Jackson Palmer, the founder of the City of Colorado Springs, 

donated an additional 480 acres to the park in 1907. The donation in-

cluded a carriage road and areas around High Drive, Columbine Trail, 

and an established Mt.  Cutler Trail.  Located on the donated property 

was the original Bruin Inn constructed in 1881 to be the residence for 

the President of Colorado College. The Bruin Inn, a popular place for 

Colorado College events over the years, often housed caretakers on site.  

During a 1916 remodeling of the Bruin Inn, a smaller building, known 

as the òCubó was built as a curio shop. The Bruin Inn  burned down in 

1957 and never was rebuilt, leaving the Cub without its Bruin.  

October 2012 marked the restoration of the Cub at the Helen Hunt Falls 

Visitor Center. It was celebrated by local citizens, reminiscent of the 

original park purchase effort, and brought together local businesses, 

volunteers, and local contractors. The Friends of Cheyenne Cañon, Bris-

tol Brewing Company, the Pikes Peak Community Foundation, and the 

donations of thousands of visitors over the years all contributed to the 

efforts. Your donations to the park are what enable these projects to 

become reality! 

Due to its rich history, North Cheyenne Cañon Park was registered 

in the National Register of Historic Places on July 8, 2009. Iconic 

Helen Hunt Falls, located at the top of the canyon, is 35 feet high 

being a popular tourist destination during the summer for people 

and hummingbirds, alike. The Silver Cascade Falls, more than 200 

feet in length, complement Helen Hunt Falls in Buffalo Canyon.  

Enjoy the park and reflect upon the words of Helen Hunt Jackson. 

òWater can do a hundred things more beautiful with itself than 

leaping off a precipice; but the world at large does not seem to 

know it. The noise and spatter and froth are what the world likes 

best. Here in these water-slides in North Cheyenne Canyon you 

shall see in one small space water moving from side to side in 

stately minuet of motion over a many-colored surface of rock, 

more beautiful than a mosaic; water gliding inexplicably to right 

or to left; water leaping suddenly, flinging one jet and then no 

more; water turning and doubling on itself and pausing in dark 

pools.ó 

 

 

The Bruin Inn with the Cub in the distant background.  

 

 

North Cheyenne Cañon Park 

Originally owned by the Colorado College Land Company, the park was ini-

tially Colorado College Park. The college decided to close the park on Sun-

days to give the caretaker a day off. This upset the working people of Colo-

rado Springs because Sunday was their only day off to escape the hot, dry 

plains of the city to picnic by the cool streams under shady trees in the 

canyon. A grassroots effort, led by Helen Hunt Jackson, began to purchase 

the park by the City of Colorado Springs due to the this restriction. As a 

lover of Cheyenne Cañon, she was involved in the purchasing of the 619 acre 

park. This was the cityõs first bond issue to purchase park land. Upon suc-

cessfully purchasing the land in 1885, the park was renamed Cheyenne 

Park, eventually becoming North Cheyenne Cañon Park. It is the oldest natu-

ral park managed by the city of Colorado Springs. The handcrafted bridges 

and historic stonework throughout the canyon, including the Bruin Inn 

wall, and the stone stairway above the Helen Hunt Falls led to its National 

Registry of Historic Places designation.  



to Colorado Springs to seek a cure 

for her respiratory condition. As a 

budding novelist (pictured left in 

her Colorado Springs home),  she 

was an independent woman and 

very socially active.  Determined 

to support herself through 

writing, she pursued entry into the Newport Literary Circle 

through her mentor at the time, Colonel Thomas Wentworth 

Higginson. Among her literary friends and contemporaries were 

Horace Greeley, Harriet Beecher Stowe, Ralph Waldo Emerson, and 

Emily Dickenson.  

  

In 1875, Helen married William Sharpless 

Jackson (pictured, below). At the time 

Jackson was an officer for the Denver and 

Rio Grande Railway. Their home (pictured, 

below) was at 228 East Kiowa Street in 

downtown Colorado Springs. The land 

became what is now known as the Colorado 

Municipal Court Building. Their 

home was built by a local carpenter, 

Winfield Scott Stratton, one of the 

wealthiest individuals in the Rockies 

discovering the Independence Gold 

Mine in the gold mining district of 

Victor and Cripple Creek, Colorado.  
 

In October 1879, Helen became an advocate for American Indian 

Life in Colorado 

 

Helen Hunt Jackson passed away on August 12, 

1885 shortly before the parkõs purchase. Her 

grave was at Inspiration Point located above 

Seven Falls in South Cheyenne Cañon until it 

was moved to Evergreen Cemetery in 1891.  In 

1966, the City of Colorado Springs parks 

department named Helen Hunt Falls in her 

honor.  

Rights. She chronicled U.S. Indian Policy in 

the expose, A Century of Dishonor .  It was the 

first of her writing to be published under her 

own name; however, the book was too tragic 

to be very popular. She gave a copy to every 

congressmen wrapped in crimson red cloth 

which represented the blood on their hands 

(pictured, right). Although her book had little 

influence on legislators, she did secure a 

presidential appointment in 1882 as Special 

Agent to the Commissioner of Indian Affairs.   

As a brazen woman, she took a stance against 

the Sand Creek Massacre through her letter 

writing campaign with William Byers, editor 

of Denver Post. Her passion and support for 

American Indians sparked her novel Ramona 

(pictured, right), published in 1884. This love 

story became a best seller and was adapted 

into movies. Sadly, it did not change the 

mindset against American Indians having 

property rights, and did not raise awareness 

for prejudice and racism.    

 

Helen Hunt Jackson (1830-1885) 

Helen Hunt Jackson is a world famous nineteenth century authoress. 

She wrote poetry, novels, travel dialogues, household tips, childrenõs 

stories, historical accounts and short stories. Her most notable books 

are A Century of Dishonor and Ramona. She earned gratifying success 

with the public as well as the respect of her contemporary literary 

peers.  

Early Years 

Helen Marie Fiskeõs (aka Helen Hunt Jackson) childhood is one of 

sadness beginning in 1830 in Amherst, MA. Her mother died from 

tuberculosis when Helen was thirteen years old. Her father died when 

Helen was sixteen. Helen  and her sister then lived with various 

relatives over the years.  

In 1852, Helen married Lieutenant 

Edward Bissell Hunt (pictured, left). 

He eventually became a Major in the 

U.S. Army Corps of Engineers. They 

had two children. Murray, their first 

son, died in infancy (pictured, left). In 

1863, Captain Hunt was killed in an 

accident involving a prototype 

submarine he devised. At the age of 

nine, her dear Rennie died. In light of 

all this tragedy, Helen turned to 

writing as a coping mechanism for 

dealing with all of her loss and grief.  

 

In 1873, when Helen was 43 years 

old, she left Massachusetts and moved 


